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DETAILED A CTION 

The reply filed on 0 1/2 1/09 has been received and entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment to claims 40, 41, 72, and 73 appropriately addresses the 
objection to claims 40, 41, 72, and 73, as detailed in the previous office action. 
Accordingly, these objections are withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendment. 

Applicant's amendments do not appropriately address the objection of claims 54 
and 56. The objection to claims 54 and 56 is maintained. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Remark pages 13-19 filed on 01/21/09 under 102(e) 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. 

Status of claims 

1 . Claims 40-80 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 40-45, 47, 48, 54 and 56 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

In lines 11,14 and 16-18, "a soft-buffer region" should recite "a soft buffer 
region". 

Claim 41, line 2, "a soft-buffer region" should recite "a soft buffer region". 
Claim 42, line 2, the claim recites, "...the soft buffer based" and it should recite, 
"...the soft buffer region based" to show proper antecedent. 
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Claim 43, line 3, "said soft-buffer region" should recite "said soft buffer region". 
Claim 44, line 2, "the soft-buffer region" should recite "the soft buffer region". 
Claim 45, line 2, "the soft-buffer region" should recite "the soft buffer region". 
Claim 47, lines 4 and 6, "soft-buffer region" should recite "soft buffer region". 
Claim 48, lines 4 and 6, "soft-buffer region" should recite "soft buffer region". 

In claim 54, please define the full word of a written word or phrase for the 
abbreviations "NBAP" as specified in the specification. 

In claim 56, please define the full word of a written word or phrase for the 
abbreviations "IE" as specified in the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, 2 nd 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 71 and 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In lines 1-2, the claim recites, " A base station for operation in a mobile 
communication system comprising a communication terminal and a plurality of base 
stations ". It is not clear how a single base station comprises plurality of base stations? 

Claim 71, recites "wherein said base station comprises means for implementing 
the method according to claim 40" is a means (or step) plus function limitation that 
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invokes 35 U.S.C 1 12, sixth paragraph. However, the written description fails to disclose 
the corresponding structure, material or acts for the claimed limitation. 
Applicant is required to: 

a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or 
step) function limitation under 35 U.S. C. 1 12, sixth paragraph; or 

b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it clearly links 
or associate the corresponding structure, material, or acts to the claimed function without 
introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 40-70 and 72-80 are allowed. The following is an Examiner's statement of 

reasons for allowance: 

Independent claim 40 of the present application teaches, for example, A method for 

avoiding soft buffer corruption in a Hybrid Automatic Retest (HARQ) protocol in a 

mobile communication system comprising a communication terminal and a plurality of 

base stations, wherein said communication terminal is in communication with said 

plurality of base stations during a soft handover, the method comprising receiving data 

from the communication terminal in a soft handover by at least one of the base stations 

employing one of the base stations employing one of plural HARQ processes of the 

HARQ protocol, wherein said communication terminal is in communication with said 

plurality of base stations during the soft handover, storing said received data in a soft 

buffer region of a HARQ soft buffer of said at least one of the base stations wherein the 

soft-buffer is associated to the HARQ process employed to receive the data, decoding by 

said at least one of the base stations the data stored in said soft-buffer region associated to 
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the HARQ process employed to receive the data, and employing an elapsed time since 
storing said data in the soft buffer region associated to the HARQ process employed to 
receive the data to flush by said at least one base station the soft buffer region associated 
to the HARQ process employed to receive the data, whereby soft buffer corruption is 
avoided. 

The foregoing limitations are not found in the prior arts of record. Particularly, the 
prior art of record taken singly or in combination fail to teach, anticipate, suggest, or 
render obvious the foregoing limitations "receiving data from the communication 
terminal in a soft handover by at least one of the base stations employing one of the base 
stations employing one of plural HARQ processes of the HARQ protocol, wherein said 
communication terminal is in communication with said plurality of base stations during 
the soft handover, storing said received data in a soft buffer region of a HARQ soft buffer 
of said at least one of the base stations wherein the soft-buffer is associated to the HARQ 
process employed to receive the data, decoding by said at least one of the base stations 
the data stored in said soft-buffer region associated to the HARQ process employed to 
receive the data, and employing an elapsed time since storing said data in the soft buffer 
region associated to the HARQ process employed to receive the data to flush by said at 
least one base station the soft buffer region associated to the HARQ process employed to 
receive the data, whereby soft buffer corruption is avoided". Consequently, claim 40 is 
allowed over the prior arts. 

Independent claim 72 includes similar limitations of independent claim 40 and 
therefore is allowed for similar reasons. 
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Dependent claims 41-70 and 73-80 depend from allowable independent claims and 
inherently include limitations therein and therefore are allowed as well. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esaw T. Abraham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3812. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jacques Louis- Jacques can be reached on (571) 272-6962. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IEM 
03/16/09 

/Esaw T Abraham/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2112 
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